
BACKCHAT IN BRIEF                   Week 7, Term 4
The last two weeks have continued to be uninterrupted return to face-to-face 
teaching at Asquith Boys High School, with recess and lunch time in separate 
year group areas and mask wearing still mandatory in the classroom. The 
students have all willingly obliged and adhered to these health requests.
Week 2 of the HSC is now completed, and the students are ticking off their 
examinations and excitedly counting down their remaining examinations 
in what has truly been a marathon year for our class of 2021. Most successful 
achievements do not come without their share of trials and tribulations, and 
all things considering this Year 12 cohort is due for major success.

REMEMBRANCE DAY – Hornsby RSL – Thursday 11 November
Our school stopped at exactly 11.11am on this day to 
pause for a minute silence, in recognition of the many 
men and women who gave so dearly in defence of our 
nation. 
Thank you to Mr Moscos, Will Parry and Jordan 
Suominen for attending the Remembrance Day service 
at Hornsby RSL as our Asquith Boys High School 
representatives. Our Student Leaders laid a reef on 
behalf of the school, in remembrance of the very brave 
young men and women who served our nation with 
honour and valour, so many years ago. 

‘Lest We Forget’.

Year 7 Swim School 
Asquith Boys High School first excursion activity since return to face-to-face 
teaching will be the Year 7 Swim School program commencing on Monday 22 
November. 
On Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday next week, the Year 7 students 
will participate in the school swim program at Hornsby Pool. Students and 
parents have been advised of their allocated pool session times, be that in the 
morning or afternoon, for attending the pool.
This is a mandatory program which is facilitated by the school for the benefit 
of all Year 7 students, with categories of lifesaving skills ranging from learn 
to swim through to the more advanced lifesaving skills courses for the highly 
capable swimmers.
Thank you to the PDHPE faculty for their organisation and involvement in this 
excellent program.
Year 7 2022 Orientation Day – Tuesday 23 November
We have been advised that we will be able to conduct our annual Year 7 2022 
Orientation Day. Students will be able to attend from 9am to 12.30pm, mask 
wearing, hygiene measures, limited access to classrooms, and restricted 
interactions with other students will be implemented for the safety of all 
school staff and students. 
Canteen Online Ordering 
Thank you to all the parents who have been ordering their sons’ lunches 
online through the QuickCliq system. The number of online orders continue 
to increase and it not only ensures that your son gets the food items before 
they sell out, but it also reduces the number of students lining up to purchase 
their recess and lunches at the canteen. 

http://
http://www.quickcliq.com.au/


Formal Assemblies
There has been a change to guidelines for assemblies and a limited number 
of parents may be able to attend formal school assemblies later this term. 
The major assemblies before the end of the year are: -

Year 12 Graduation Assembly – Friday 3 December, 9am
Prefect Induction Assembly – Tuesday 7 December, 9am
Presentation Day – Wednesday 15 December, 10am

Please put these dates into your calendar, and parents who can attend will 
receive invitations in due course. All assemblies will be live streamed. 
Uniform
Many students have outgrown their uniforms and school shoes and we 
appreciate that these issues are being addressed as soon as possible. We 
have a number of 2nd hand uniform items that are available for sale. Contact 
the office to organise a suitable time to come in during school hours. Also 
LOWES is having a 20% off Sale on 18-20 November.
Several students have lost or misplaced their school hats. These 
can be purchased from the Canteen for $20 for the cap and 
$30 for the wide brimmed hat. As summer and warmer weeks 
approach, it is advisable that students do have their school cap/
hat to wear, especially during their Recess and Lunch break 
times. 
Non-school hats/caps will be confiscated by the school executive 
and returned once the student presents with their school cap.

Current Guidelines Continue
It is important that all students continue to follow the requirements, and that 
the following measures are implemented to maintain the safety and health 
of all students and staff whilst on site at Asquith Boys High School.
Masks:
•	 Must be always worn by students and staff in the classroom and it is highly 

recommended that they are also worn in the school playground areas.
•	 Must be always worn on public transport to and from school.
•	 Maybe lowered to their chin if they are eating or drinking.
•	 Must bring spares in their bag to school every day.
•	 Students who are not willing to comply with this request will be sent 

home.
Symptoms:
•	 All students are required to be well and symptom free when attending the 

school site.
•	 All students and visitors should closely monitor for symptoms of COVID-19 

and immediately get tested should they have the mildest of symptoms. 
•	 If tested for COVID-19 because of symptoms or if directed by NSW Health 

to do so, they must isolate at home prior to receiving a negative test result. 
•	 Any student who exhibits symptoms will be isolated from others, and 

parents/caregivers will be contacted for collection. 
•	 Students with symptoms or sent home with symptoms are not to return 

until they can provide evidence of a negative test result and are symptom 
free.

Lunch and Recess Areas:
•	 All year groups to have allocated break areas.
•	 Separate areas for all year groups will be established and communicated 

to avoid over crowding.



Principal’s Reflections
As the end of the year approaches it is important for you and your sons to 
consider the following:

Stay Positive 
Encourage your sons to persevere through the final weeks of school with 
a positive attitude and work ethic. Setting positive behaviour and work 
standards even at this time of the year, reaffirms the high expectations 
and commitment that your son has to their school and learning. It will also 
be easier for everyone when we continue with a positive thought process, 
for the remaining school weeks until school is out. Each and every school 
year does come to its end, and after the challenges that we have all faced 
this year, every student, staff and parent deserves this well-earned holiday 
period.
Maintain Routine
School is not out yet and the number one thing to remember to maintain 
is routine. Continue to support your son to follow their normal routine every 
day because once you slip, it is very difficult to recover. The normally high 
expectations with regards to uniform, effort, participation and behaviour 
remain until school is over for the year, and they will continue to be 
reinforced to keep everyone happy and safe in the learning environment.
Celebrate your sons achievements
The end of the year is the best time to plan to celebrate your sons 
achievements, as there have been some incredible achievements despite 
the online and remote learning journey of 2021. We will be conducting our 
Prefect’s Induction and Presentation Day Assemblies to acknowledge and 
celebrate all our students who excelled in 2021.  
Allowing your sons time to engage in some really fun events with you, and 
their friends over the holiday period is also a positive way to finish off the 
year.
Start Organising themselves for 2022
It is never too early to start preparing for 2022. Think about what needs to be 
acquired in advance of 2022, from school supplies to uniforms. There is the 
LOWES sale on till Saturday, and it is best to always up-size, especially with 
the rate that the boys often grow over the holiday periods. 

It is also wise to ensure that your son has some reading materials – does 
not matter what form it takes from books to comics, anything for them to 
engage with across the holidays. This is one of the better activities that you 
can supply and provide for your son. The best activity to engage them when 
they are bored, is to give them something to read!

Mr Bryce Grant 

Principal   
19 November 2021

CANTEEN - PART-TIME PAID POSITION AVAILABLE
The Canteen has a paid position available working 4-5 hours on Monday, 

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. 
Please contact the school office via email if you are interested to work any or 

all of these days. 



Last P&C meeting for 
2021

Tuesday November 23 at 7.30pm 
Meet at school library by 7.25pm

NSW Government and Dept of Education guidelines to be followed – attendees 
must be double vaccinated, everyone to check in upon entry and Certificates must 
be shown.

• Come along and see a sample of the magnificent 60th Anniversary Book. 
• Financial members to vote on funding of book at the meeting.                           
• Budget forecast for 2022 to be discussed.



GIANT BOOK FAIR

Sat 11 to Mon 13 December
8am – 5pm 
Barker College, Hornsby

70,000  
books at  

great prices

Huge scope  
of fiction &  
non-fiction

CDs, DVDs  
& video  
games

Easy-access  
categories  
to explore

WITH THANKS TO


