
BACKCHAT IN BRIEF                   Week 5, Term 4
It was another engaging and rewarding week at Asquith Boys High School. 
A big thank you to all the students who have willingly complied with the 
request to ensure that they are always wearing their masks during lessons. 
Many are active or eating at recess and lunchtimes and do remove their 
masks. However, it is still highly recommended that they continue to wear 
their masks at these break times, as staff are also wearing their masks 
throughout the day. 
From Monday 8 November, there are some minor adjustments to the 
guidelines, as outlined in this link: New Road Map. Asquith Boys High School 
will review these changes in due course, and then communicate how they will 
impact the day-to-day activities at ABHS. 
Ms Yelin Chen, who has been teaching Biology and Junior Science, will be 
finishing on Friday after 2 ½ years at Asquith Boys High School, as she has 
been appointed to Ashfield Boys High School where she will be continuing in 
Science as well as supporting students in an EAL/D capacity. I know that the 
school community joins me in wishing her the very best for the future at her 
new school. We appreciate the contribution Ms Chen has made to teaching 
Biology and Science over her time at our school.   
There has been a change to guidelines for assemblies and a limited number 
of parents may be able to attend formal school assemblies later this term, and 
the major ones before the end of the year are: -

Year 12 Graduation Assembly – Friday 3 December
Prefect Induction Assembly – Tuesday 7 December
Presentation Day – Wednesday 15 December

Please put these dates into your calendar. All assemblies will commence at 
9am and be live streamed. We will review the possibility of having parents in 
attendance and communicate this if it is possible. 
Thank you to all the parents who have been ordering their sons’ lunches 
online through the QuickCliq system. This has significantly reduced the lines 
in the canteen and allowed faster service and movement through an area 
which is problematic in separating cohorts.  
Every day since our return to face-to-face teaching, student absentee rate 
has been well below 10% of the student cohort.  This is an excellent outcome 
and a credit to all our students and their desire to be back in the classroom 
with their teachers, and most importantly being able to spend time with their 
friends. This actually highlights the fact that a significant majority of students, 
despite what they say, are happy to be at school and no longer working in 
isolation.
UNIFORM wearing has been very pleasing after such a long period off school. 
Many students have outgrown their uniforms and school shoes 
and we appreciate that these issues are being addressed as soon 
as possible. However, several students have lost or misplaced 
their school hats. These can be purchased from the Canteen for 
$20 for the cap and $30 for the wide brimmed hat. As summer 
and warmer weeks approach, it is advisable that students do 
have their school cap/hat to wear, especially during their Recess 
and Lunch break times. 
Non-school hats/caps will be confiscated by the school executive 
and returned once the student presents with their school cap.

http://
https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/covid-19/term-4-roadmap.pdf
http://www.quickcliq.com.au/


Year 12 HSC Examinations commence – Tuesday 9 November
After a prolonged and exaggerated delay to the commencement of the HSC 
Examinations they will finally commence on Tuesday with English.
I know that the school community will join with me in wishing the Year 
12 cohort the very best for their HSC Examinations and acknowledge that 
we are extremely proud of their resilience and determination to complete 
their secondary education journey, under such difficult and challenging 
conditions.
Current Guidelines Continue
It is important that all students continue to follow the requirements, and that 
the following measures are implemented to maintain the safety and health 
of all students and staff whilst on site at Asquith Boys High School.
Masks:

•	 Must be always worn by students and staff in 
the classroom and it is highly recommended 
that they are also worn in the school playground 
areas.

•	 Must be always worn on public transport to and 
from school.

•	 Maybe lowered to their chin if they are eating or 
drinking.

•	 Must bring spares in their bag to school every 
day.

•	 Students who are not willing to comply with this 
request will be sent home.

Mask Exemptions:
•	 Students who are exempt from wearing a mask 

must carry proof of the exemption. 
•	 Click this link to apply for the exemption. 

Symptoms:
•	 All students are required to be well and symptom free when attending 

the school site.
•	 All students and visitors should closely monitor for symptoms of 

COVID-19 and immediately get tested should they have the mildest of 
symptoms. 

•	 If tested for COVID-19 because of symptoms or if directed by NSW 
Health to do so, they must isolate at home prior to receiving a negative 
test result. 

•	 Any student who exhibits symptoms will be isolated from others, and 
parents/caregivers will be contacted for collection. 

•	 Students with symptoms or sent home with symptoms are not to 
return until they can provide evidence of a negative test result and are 
symptom free.

Appropriate hygiene:
•	 Good hygiene practices are promoted, and posters are displayed around 

the school.
•	 Hand sanitiser is available in every classroom, and other locations 

throughout the school.
•	 It would also be wise for students to bring their own sanitiser. 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/rules/changes/face-mask-rules#toc-exemptions


Lunch and Recess Areas:
•	 All year groups to have allocated break areas.
•	 Separate areas for all year groups will be established and communicated 

to avoid over crowding.
Canteen:

•	 Use the online ordering for recesses and lunches via QuickCliq.
•	 Is open for purchases at recess and lunch.

Parents:
We continue to greatly appreciate your compliance with the current Public 
Health Order and State Government Health Restrictions. 
As school attendance is mandatory and staff members are not expected 
to facilitate two lesson formats, all staff will return to updating their google 
classroom platforms for homework purposes only. 
Parents are to refrain from accessing school grounds unless they have been 
contacted by the school to do so.
Principal’s Reflections
Recent studies have highlighted that learning during the COVID restrictions 
and online learning phase has marginal impact across the school, but there 
is enough evidence and research filtering through to suggest that this 
impact is no greater than what occurs over each summer holiday break. The 
Christchurch earthquake disaster in 2011 showed that academic performance 
increased, and the extended Melbourne lockdown in 2020 academic 
performance results reflected no decline in achievement by the effected 
cohorts. 
While there certainly were obvious increases to the incidents of anxiety, 
depression, loneliness, uncertainty, and isolation over this period, they too, as 
predicted in studies and through detailed analysis by experts, have returned 
to almost pre COVID levels within the 2 weeks back in the school setting. 
You may wonder how is this possible? 
Ultimately students have been able to reflect, problem solve, organise, and 
effectively and efficiently get on with all the tasks at hand. Despite the 
concerns of various educational leaders, experts and parents’, our  students, 
and their teachers are truly resilient. 

Mr Bryce Grant 

Principal   
4 November 2021

CANTEEN NEWS
ONLINE ORDERING - We have an online ordering system with a company called 
QuickCliq. Register your son via www.quickcliq.com.au. and fill in your details, add 
your son’s name and under room please put DR0004 and then under Teacher 
please add your son’s Year Adviser’s name.The ordering cut off time for that day is 
at 8:30am. You do have the option to order everyday for up to a month in advance. 
Online order pick up is at a new window at the back of the Canteen – not from 
inside the Canteen area.
Boys can still order lunch before school at the canteen in person and there will be 
food available as normal over the counter. 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED -  Please call/ email the office if you are able to help in the 
Canteen. Generally the Canteen hours are 9.30am-2.30pm.

https://www.quickcliq.com.au/
https://www.quickcliq.com.au/
http://www.quickcliq.com.au



